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RISK BEHAVIORS, LEARNING BARRIERS, AND SCHOOL CLIMATE.
Authors:
Martinez, Andrewl
Mcmahon, Susan D.1

19



DD
J1"OID NY22D-P2 UTD 12D D 9

Coker, Crystall
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Source:

Psychology in the Schools; Sep2016, Vol. 53 Issue 8, p817-830, 14p
Document Type:

Article

Subjects:

Students' conduct of life

Teacher-student relationships

Learning ability testing

Academic ability

Management -- Moral & ethical aspects

Abstract:

Student behavioral problems pose a myriad of challenges for schools.
In this study, we examine the relations among teacher and school-level
constructs  (i.e., teacher collaboration, supervision/discipline,
instructional management), and student-related outcomes (i.e., high-
risk behaviors, barriers to learning, student social-behavioral climate).
Teachers across 29 high schools, in a large urban school district
serving primarily low-income students, completed self-report surveys.
Multilevel regression was used to test both individual- and school-level
predictors of student outcomes. Findings suggest that teacher practices
at the individual and school levels are linked to student high-risk
behaviors, barriers to student learning, and school climate. More
specifically, findings indicate that better supervision/discipline and
instructional management are associated with fewer high-risk behaviors
and barriers to learning. More instructional management is also linked
to positive social-behavioral climate. Results from this study highlight
the association between teacher practices and a range of student-
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related problem behaviors, and suggest that system-level interventions

in the school may have positive effects.

27.

The influence of test-based accountability policies on early
elementary teachers: School climate, environmental stress, and
teacher stress.

Authors:

Saeki, Elinal, esaeki@calstatela.edu

Segool, Natasha?2

Pendergast, Laura3

von der Embse, Nathaniel4

Source:

Psychology in the Schools; Apr2018, Vol. 55 Issue 4, p391-403, 13p
Document Type:

Article

Subjects:

School environment

Study environment

Student teacher attitudes

Quality of School Life Scale

Teachers -- Job stress

Author Supplied Keywords:

early elementary teacher stress

educational accountability

highstakes testing

Abstract:

This study examined the potential influence of test-based accountability
policies on school environment and teacher stress among early

elementary teachers. Structural equation modeling of data from 541
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kindergarten through second grade teachers across three states found
that use of student performance on high-stakes tests to evaluate
teachers indirectly was related to teachers' professional investment via
test stress in the environment. Although students in kindergarten
through second grade do not take high-stakes assessments, early
elementary teachers reported high levels of stress associated with test-
based accountability policies. This study provides data across multiple
states that test-based accountability policies may have negative
influences on school environment and teacher stress among early
elementary teachers. Implications for practice and research are

discussed.

28.

Student and Teacher Perceptions of Middle School Climate.
Authors:

Conderman, Gregl

Walker, David A.2

Neto, Julio R.3

Kackar-Cam, Hayal4

Source:

Clearing House; Sep2013, Vol. 86 Issue 5, p184-189, 6p
Document Type:

Article

Subjects:

School environment

Middle school student attitudes

Student surveys

Teacher surveys

Middle school teachers -- Attitudes

Gender differences (Psychology(
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Middle schools -- Social aspects

Schools -- lllinois

Author Supplied Keywords:

middle school

perceptions of school climate

school climate

Abstract:

This study examined student and teacher perceptions pertaining to
school climate at a large, urban Illinois middle school. Students showed
a one-dimensional feeling for school climate; most either liked or
disliked being at school. Eighth graders had more of a negative view of
school climate than seventh or sixth graders, but we observed no
distinct differences between boys and girls. Teachers had a
multidimensional perception of climate and a more positive and
multiphased point of view of the interaction among the academic,

social, and developmental aspects of school.

29.
Primary School Student Teachers' Understanding of Climate
Change: Comparing the Results Given by Concept Maps and

Communication Analysis.

Authors:
Ratinen, llkkal, ilkka.ratinen@jyu.fi
Viiri, Jounil

Lehesvuori, Samil

Source:

Research in Science Education; Oct2013, Vol. 43 Issue 5, p1801-1823,
23p

Document Type:

Article
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Subjects:

Student teachers

Primary schools

Study & teaching of climate change

Comparative studies

Chemistry education

Environmental impact analysis

Author Supplied Keywords:

Climate change

Inquiry-based teaching

Pre-service science teacher education

Abstract:

Climate change is a complex environmental problem that can be used
to examine students' understanding, gained through classroom
communication, of climate change and its interactions. The present
study examines a series of four science sessions given to a group of
primary school student teachers ( n = 20). This includes analysis of the
communication styles used and the students' pre- and post-
conceptualisation of climate change based on results obtained via
essay writing and drawings. The essays and drawings concerned the
students' unprompted pre- and post-conceptions about climate change,
collected before and after each of the four inquiry-based science
sessions (in physics, chemistry, biology and geography). Concept
mapping was used in the analysis of the students' responses. The
communication used in the four sessions was analysed with a
communicative approach in order to find out the discussion about
climate change between teacher and students. The analyses indicated
that the students did not have the knowledge or the courage to
participate in discussion, but post-conceptualisation map showed that

students' thinking had become more coherent after the four sessions.
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Given the results of the present study, proposals for using concepts
maps and/or communication analysis in studying students' conceptions

are presented.

30.

The relationship of school climate, teacher defending and friends
on students' perceptions of bullying in high school.

Authors:

Mucherah, Winniel, wmucherah@bsu.edu

Finch, Holmesl1, whfinch@bsu.edu

White, Taylorl

Thomas, Kendra2, thomaskj@uindy.edu

Source:

Journal of Adolescence; Jan2018, Vol. 62, p128-139, 12p

Document Type:

journal article

Subjects:

School environment

School bullying

High school students

Victims of bullying

Boarding schools

Author Supplied Keywords:

Bullying

Kenya

School climate

Teacher defending

Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship of school
climate, teacher defending, and friends on bullying and victimization.
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Participants were 2273 high school students from 3 public schools (an
all girls, all boys boarding, and a co-ed day) in Kenya. A structural
equation model was used to examine relationships between school
climate, teacher behavior toward bullying, and student demographic
characteristics, and bullying. Results revealed that a positive school
climate was associated with less bullying behavior and victimization. In
addition, when students reported that teachers stop bullying by
students, bullying behavior and victimization scores were lower.
Contrary to previous research these results showed that residents of a
boys only boarding school were less likely to report bullying behavior
than residents of an all girls school, or students at a co-educational
institution. Furthermore, there were no differences in bullying behavior
or victimization by gender or grade level. Implications of these results

are discussed.

31.

A Qualitative Study of School Climate According to Teachers'
Perceptions.

Alternate Title:

Ogretmen Algilarina Gére Okul iklimi: Nitel Bir Calisma.

Authors:

OZEN, Hamitl, hamitozen@hotmail.com

Source:

Eurasian Journal of Educational Research (EJER); 2018, Issue 74,
p81-97, 17p, 6 Charts

Document Type:

Article

Subjects:

School environment

Psychology of teachers
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School rules & regulations

School administrators

Kutahya Ili (Turkey(

Author Supplied Keywords:

aim

justice for punishment and reward

school

school principal

visionmission

0dill ve cezada adalet

hedef

Okul

okul muduaru

vizyon-misyon

Language of Keywords: English; Turkish

Abstract (English:(

Purpose: Academic researchers have reported that the climate of a
school deeply affects students and other partners. A safe and caring
school environment is one in which school attendees feel respected,
feel that their work is meaningful, and feel that they are good at what
they do. The purpose of this paper was to determine how teachers
perceived the school climate that shaped learning processes and
personal development in Kutahya and how principals and other
dimensions affect the teachers' perceptions. Research Methods: This
study employed a qualitative methodology to measure the school
climate. A semi-structured interview techniqgue was used, asking open-
ended questions to obtain clear data from participants. The data were
analyzed using data codes applied to the text. Findings: The study
found the school climate to be gloomy in Kutahya. Teachers were

dealing with excessive paperwork and supererogatory regulations in
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their schools. They were unable to produce new ideas, even though
they were experienced in their profession. Some principals were
favoritist and applied their patronage according to their personal
relationship with the teachers. Some teachers were closed to new
creative ideas at school and did not want to exert any extra effort for
their school. Implications for Research and Practice: The results
emphasized that a positive school climate is crucial for the school to
attain their ontological existence, which is raising competent, capable
students. A positive school climate requires an open, healthy school
ethos that fosters a sense of responsibility and efficacy between
teachers and school administrators. Future studies could elaborate
social studies with other disciplines to improve the learning climate in
schools.

32.

Estimating School Climate Traits Across Multiple Informants: An
[llustration of a Multitrait—=Multimethod Validation Through Latent
Variable Modeling.

Authors:

Konold, Timothy R.1

Shukla, Kathanl

Source:

Educational Assessment; Jan-Mar2017, Vol. 22 Issue 1, p54-69, 16p
Document Type:

Article

Subjects:

Student engagement

Teacher evaluation

School environment

Multitrait multimethod techniques
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Multivariate analysis

Abstract:

The use of multiple informants is common in assessments that rely on
the judgments of others. However, ratings obtained from different
informants often vary as a function of their perspectives and roles in
relation to the target of measurement, and causes unrelated to the trait
being measured. We illustrate the usefulness of a latent variable
multilevel multitrait—-multimethod measurement model for extracting
trait factors from reports of school climate obtained by students (N=
45,641) and teachers (N= 12,808) residing within 302 high schools. We
then extend this framework to include assessments of linkages
between the resulting trait factors and potential outcomes that might be
used for addressing questions of substantive interest or providing
evidence of concurrent validity. The approach is illustrated with data
obtained from student and teacher reports of two dimensions of school
climate, student engagement, and the prevalence of teasing and
bullying in their schools.

33.

Can Schools Engage Students?  Multiple Perspectives,
Multidimensional School Climate Research in England and Ireland.
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Source:
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Document Type:
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Abstract:

Purpose: This article assesses how different aspects of the school
climate relate to students' intended future electoral engagement. Until
now, political socialization researchers found evidence for a relation
between formal citizenship education in school and students'
participation levels. There is less consensus, however, in how multiple
aspects of informal political socialization can contribute to individuals'
participatory acts. Method: To learn more about several aspects of
informal political socialization and their relevance for student intended
electoral participation this work draws on educational sciences and
political socialization literature and focuses on multiple dimensions of
school climate (cf. Konold, 2014; Lenzi, 2014) and their relationship to
future electoral engagement. We rely on the English and Irish
International Civic and Citizenship Survey (ICCS) 2009 data to
operationalize multiple dimensions of the school climate. We estimate a
structural equation model in which school climate is measured by
indicators based on student and teacher questionnaire data aggregated
at the school level. The relationship between multiple dimensions of
school climate and student future electoral participation is tested.

Findings: We find that in order to engage students in voting; schools
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should focus not only on the formal curriculum but also on more
informal aspects (the school climate). Implications for research, policy,

and practice are discussed.
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Abstract:

31



DD
J1"OID NY22D-P2 UTD 12D D 9

This study examined teacher perceptions of principal leadership style
and school climate and relationships between school climate and
student academic performance. Teacher demographic backgrounds
and perceptions were also investigated. Three hundred seventy
teachers from ten public middle schools in a mid-western Georgia
community were surveyed concerning their perceptions of school
climate, principal leadership behaviors and teacher behaviors.
Differences in perceptions of school climate and factors affecting
climate were investigated according to teacher demographics. School
climate and principal and teacher openness, as related to student
academic achievement were also examined. Statistical procedures
included Pearson's product-moment correlations, repeated measures
ANOVAs and two sample t-test. Correlations coefficients found no
statistically significant relationship between school climate and student
academic achievement. A statistically significant difference between
teachers' perceptions of teacher/principal openness and years of
teaching experience and ethnicity was found. This study found no

differences in perceptions related to gender.
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Abstract:

Research suggests that school climate can have a great impact on
student, teacher, and school outcomes. However, it is often assessed
as a summary measure, without taking into account multiple
perspectives (student, teacher, parent) or examining subdimensions
within the broader construct. In this study, we assessed school climate
from the perspective of students, staff, and parents within a large,
urban school district using multilevel modeling techniques to examine
within- and between-school variance. After adjusting for school-level
demographic characteristics, students reported worse perceptions
ofsafetyandconnectednesscompared to both parent and staff ratings
(allp< 0.05). Parents gave the lowest ratings ofparental involvement,
and staff gave the lowest ratings ofacademic emphasis(ps < 0.05).
Findings demonstrate the importance of considering the type of
informant when evaluating climate ratings within a school.
Understanding how perceptions differ between informants can inform

interventions to improve perceptions and prevent adverse outcomes.
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Abstract:

Academic optimism is one of the significant organizational and
individual characteristics that has recently attracted educational
researchers' attention to improve student learning and achievement.
The purpose of this study was to examine the relationships between
teacher sense of academic optimism and school climate. The study
sample consisted of 302 teachers employed in primary schools in
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Kastamonu, Turkey. Results indicated that teacher sense of academic
optimism was positively and significantly related to supportive,
directive, and intimate school climates and that intimacy was the only
significant predictor of teacher sense of academic optimism. Findings
of the present study have supported the notion that school climate is a
significant construct for understanding and explaining teacher sense of
academic optimism. Results of this study were discussed in relation to

practical implications in school settings.
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